
Birkenhead Park  
is acknowledged to be the first publicly funded park in 
Britain. It was the forerunner of the Park's Movement 
and its influence was far reaching both in this country 
and abroad - most notably on Olmstead's design for 
Central Park, New York. 
Designed by Joseph Paxton (later Sir Joseph Paxton) 
in 1843 and officially opened in 1847 it was an imme-
diate economic and social success. It is currently un-
dergoing a comprehensive restoration programme. 
 
Port Sunlight                                                    
The model village of Port Sunlight was commissioned 
by William Hesketh Lever for the workers at his adja-
cent factory for Sunlight Soap. It was begun in 1888 
and largely complete by the early 20th century, al-
though some unbuilt plots remain. It is sylvan and spa-
cious but is most remarkable for the varied and inven-
tive design of its housing. The houses are arranged in 
small unique groups, freely based on historical exam-
ples and vernacular styles from around the country. 
Each group was designed individually by local and 
London architects, including Edwin Lutyens. The most 
outstanding public building is the Lady Lever Art Gal-
lery, with its superb collection of pre-Raphaelite paint-
ings. 

Hamilton Square                             
Hamilton Square is very grand in size, classical by de-
sign and exceptionally complete. It was designed by the 
Edinburgh architect, James Gillespie Graham, and 
was much influenced by his work in Edinburgh New 
Town. It was begun in 1825 but not completed until 
Birkenhead Town Hall was constructed in 1887 in the 
centre of the South side, with its domed clock tower 
dominating the whole composition. It was comprehen-
sively restored in the 1980s and 1990s. 
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The Wirral peninsula lies on the opposite bank of the River Mersey 
to Liverpool and is separated from North Wales by the much wider 
Dee Estuary. It is connected to Liverpool by two road tunnels, a 
railway tunnel and, of course, the Mersey Ferries. The three jewels 
of Wirral’s historic environment are Hamilton Square, Birkenhead 
Park and Port Sunlight. 
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                        The Wonders of Wirral      
 
                                                                   
     Explore the heritage highlights of “Over the Water”: 
       Hamilton Square, Birkenhead Park and Port Sunlight 
 

 
2.00 pm Coach leaves Liverpool Medical Institute. Drive through  
               Queensway Tunnel and Hamilton Square 
 
 
 
 
2.30 pm Visit Birkenhead Park to see the comprehensive restoration   
               programme. Meet Mark McCoy Park Ranger 
 
 
 
 
3.30 pm Visit Port Sunlight to look at conservation and development  
                issues. Meet Lionel Bolland, Chief Executive  of Port  
                Sunlight Trust 
 
 
 
 
4.30 pm Coach leaves Port Sunlight with drive through Bromborough   
               Pool – an earlier, though less complete model village. 
 
  
 
5.00 pm Finish at Adelphi Hotel 

 
 
 
 
 
                                             This tour will be lead by  
                        Graham Arnold, Conservation Officer for Wirral MBC 
 
 


