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Our listed buildings are facing an unprecedented amount of pressure for change. 
New uses, changes in lifestyle and responses to climate change can all pose a serious 
threat to the often fragile interiors of these heritage assets. Against a background of 
new government priorities and guidance, how should heritage professionals deal 
with these pressures? We need to provide buildings with a sustainable future without 
compromising their significance.  Are we getting the balance right?

In this, the seventh of our IHBC London conferences our speakers, who reflect a 
diversity of professional backgrounds and organisations, will consider these issues  
by drawing on their experience of buildings ranging from high profile public projects 
to more modest residential dwellings. As is the case with all historic buildings, it is 
never ‘one size fits all’ and the conference will look at how, with the right degree of 
imagination and compromise, a range of innovative solutions can be achieved.  
A number of case studies will illustrate not only the general principles raised,  
but also problem-solving in detail.

The conference will be of relevance to conservation officers and other heritage 
professionals, architects, architectural historians, planners, engineers, surveyors  
and archaeologists.

VENUE

The Royal College of Physicians is located at 11 St Andrews Place,  

Regent’s Park and can be reached:

By National Rail from Euston, Kings Cross, Marylebone and Paddington stations

By Tube from Regent’s Park (Bakerloo Line), Great Portland Street (Circle, Metropolitan, 

Hammersmith and City lines), Warren Street (Victoria and Northern lines)

By Bus from Paddington and Marylebone, Nos. 18, 27, 30, 88, 205

 

The Conference will provide an opportunity to gain CPD training for  

both IHBC members and members of other professional Institutes.  

A CPD certificate will be available to delegates at the end of the day.

This one-day conference is to be held 

in Denys Lasdun’s Grade I listed  

Royal College of Physicians (1960–64); 

an award-winning conference venue.
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tHe Inside STory	 Dealing	with	Historic	Interiors
IHBC London Branch Day Conference, Tuesday, 2nd October 2012
Royal College of Physicians, 11 St Andrews Place, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4LE

Chairman for the day:
David McDonald – Chair IHBC London Branch

 MORNING SESSION

09.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

09.35 Welcome and opening address: DAVID McDONALD, Chair IHBC London Branch

09.45 Keynote Address: PTOLEMY DEAN, Ptolemy Dean Architects Ltd.

10.15 More than skin deep: conserving interior finishes, ALLYSON McDERMOTT, 

Allyson McDermott

10.45 COFFEE

11.10 Out of sight, not out of mind: installing services in historic buildings, 

DAVID DREWE, English Heritage

11.40 Upstairs downstairs: presenting historic interiors, YLVA DAHNSJÖ, National Trust

12.10 Behind closed doors: the significance of the London domestic interior, 

NEIL BURTON, The Architectural History Practice Ltd

12.40 Discussion and Chair’s Summary

13.00 LUNCH

 AFTERNOON  SESSION

14.00 Green Deal or No Deal: retrofitting energy efficiency, CAROLINE RYE, Society 

for the Protection of Ancient Buildings and MICHAEL JONES, The Portman Estate

14.50 TEA

15.15 The shock of the old: renovating Forty Hall, PAUL DRURY, Drury McPherson 

Partnership

15.45 Home sweet home: domestic scale case studies, GARY BUTLER, 

Butler Hegarty Architects

16.15 Room Service: restoring St Pancras Hotel, JOHN SIMPSON, Ushida Findlay 

Architects

16.45 Discussion and Chair’s Summary

17.00 CLOSE
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Registered Office: 3 Stafford Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent  TN2 4QZ
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BOOKING

To reserve a place visit  http://insidestory.ihbc.org.uk 
and a confirmation email will be automatically be sent to you and  
IHBC Enterprises who are administering all bookings.

Conference fee (to include buffet lunch)
£100 for IHBC members
£145 for non members

General queries
Email: London@ihbc.org.uk
Telephone: 0207 973 3785

Terms
The organiser reserves the right to cancel, postpone or modify the conference.  
In the event of cancellation by the organiser, any fees paid will be refunded in full.

The following terms will apply to the cancellation of bookings by delegates:

1. Cancellations received up until 18 September 2012 will incur an administrative charge of 
15% of fees due.

2. Cancellations received on or after 18 September 2012 will incur a charge equal to the full 
fees due.

CHAIRMAN’S BIOGRAPHY

David McDonald is Education Secretary of the IHBC and is also Chair of London Branch. 
Until recently he led the Conservation and Design Team at the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea. A graduate of geography and geology, then qualifying as a 
Town Planner, he worked for a number of years at the London Borough of Camden. 
While at Camden he completed the AA Diploma in Building Conservation. He is currently 
an independent historic environment consultant, specialising in providing heritage 
training for other built environment professionals.



B I O G R A P H I E S

Ptolemy Dean is an architect specialising 
in conservation work to historic buildings, 
additions to historic buildings and the design 
of new buildings in sensitive locations. 
Ptolemy will also be known as a historic 
buildings adviser on the BBC2 ‘Restoration’ 
series. He serves on the National Trust 
Architectural Panel and Salisbury 
Cathedral Fabric Advisory Committee 
and in 2012 became the Surveyor of the 
Fabric at Westminster Abbey. He is the 
author of two books on the architect Sir 
John Soane and ‘Britain’s Buildings, Places 
and Spaces, The Unseen in the Every Day.’

Allyson McDermott heads her own 
practice, established in 1980. She has 
served on the Board of Trustees of ICON, 
as Chairman of the Historic Interiors 
group, wallpaper advisor to the National 
Trust, and head of the conservation 
studios for Sotheby’s. She is a recognised 
authority on the conservation and history 
of Chinese export papers. The practice 
specialises in the analysis, identification 
and recreation of historic wallpapers  
and painted finishes using both modern 
digital and traditional printing and 
painting techniques for such clients as 
Historic Royal Palaces, The Royal 
Household, National Trust, English 
Heritage and Historic Scotland.

David Drewe has been at English Heritage 
since 1998, joining as a Senior Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineer in the then M&E 
Team. He is now Head of the Building 
Services Engineering and Safety Team, 
which comprises specialist professional 
Building Services Engineers; fire, security 
and H&S Advisers and emergency and 
business continuity Planning Managers. 
His work includes providing advice and 
developing standards and guidance 
relating to building services engineering, 
environmental and sustainable develop
ment issues and the relationship and 
impacts that they have on historic building 
interiors and structures. Prior to joining 
English Heritage he worked for a number 
of organisations including London 
Transport and the Rank Organisation.

Ylva Dahnsjö is a Consultant Conservator 
for the National Trust London and South 
East Region, where she is responsible for 
a portfolio of over 30 properties. During 
27 years in the conservation profession 
she has amassed experience of many 

different ways of nurturing heritage in 
various cultures. Prior to joining the 
National Trust, she ran a conservation 
studio for Dundee University, where the 
architectural drawings of Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh and Alexander Greek Thomson, 
and the town plans of Patrick Geddes 
were all treated. She is a former Chair of 
the Scottish Society for Conservation and 
Restoration and Vice Chair of the National 
Council for ConservationRestoration,  
the body that established the Institute  
of Conservation (Icon). She is also a 
Fellow of the Linnean Society.

Neil Burton is an architectural historian. 
He worked as an historian in the Greater 
London Council Historic Buildings Division 
and then at English Heritage as an 
Inspector of Historic Buildings, first with 
responsibility for church cases in the 
north of England and later for all types  
of buildings in the East Midlands. More 
recently he was Secretary of The Georgian 
Group. He has published a number of 
works on historic buildings including Life 
in the Georgian City with Dan Cruikshank 
and Behind the Facade: London House 
plans 1660–1840 with Peter Guillery. 
For the last decade he has been a director 
of The Architectural History Practice Ltd.

Caroline Rye works as a researcher and 
consultant specialising in monitoring the 
performance of older buildings. Alongside 
Cameron Scott she leads ArchiMetrics 
Ltd, a company which measures many 
aspects of building performance including 
fabric and ventilation heat losses, indoor 
air quality and moisture behaviour;  
in particular interstitial condensation.  
She has undertaken extensive research 
work on behalf of the SPAB looking at solid 
wall Uvalues and refurbished traditional 
buildings. She is the author of three  
SPAB Research Reports as well as a lead 
contributor on the STBA ‘Responsible 
Retrofit’ (Gap Analysis) Report. She has 
also been consulted by Historic Scotland, 
English Heritage, Kevin McCloud, B&Q 
and Trinity College, Cambridge.

Michael Jones is Director of Project 
Management for The Portman Estate and 
has been involved in its ongoing redevelop
ment for the last six years. A Chartered 
Building Surveyor by qualification, he is 
responsible for the Estate’s sustainability 
policy and has recently seen this expand 
into a fuller CSR strategy. The Portman 
Estate covers 110 acres of London’s West 

End and owns 350 Grade II listed buildings, 
predominantly from the Georgian period. 
The Estate takes an increasingly active 
role in managing both the properties and 
the local environment. Protecting its 
heritage value while providing modern 
property facilities is an ongoing challenge.

Paul Drury has been in private practice 
since 1997, currently in the Drury 
McPherson Partnership. Previously he 
was Director of English Heritage’s London 
Region. He has some 25 years experience 
as a Chartered Surveyor, archaeologist 
and architectural historian in both the 
public and private sectors, and in the past 
decade has been particularly involved in 
heritage policy development, including 
the English Heritage Conservation 
Principles (2008). His personal research 
interests range from medieval floor tiles to 
Tudor and Stuart great houses; Hill Hall: 
A Singular House Devised by a Tudor 
Intellectual was published in 2009.

Gary Butler trained as a bricklayer then 
studied architecture at Leicester 
Polytechnic and Cambridge University. 
He was introduced to conservation 
practice in the early 1980s at Julian Harrap 
Architects where he was responsible for 
the repair of S S Teulon’s brick extravaganza 
at St Mark’s, Silvertown. He was a Principal 
Lecturer at Kingston University and until 
2005 also taught architectural design at 
Cambridge University. He is both an AABC 
and RIBA accredited conservation architect 
and together with his wife, has led Butler 
Hegarty Architects since 1993. Gary 
teaches traditional building construction 
and repair techniques as part of the 
Conservation Foundation Degree at the 
Building Crafts College, Stratford.

John Simpson graduated from Heriot 
Watt University in Edinburgh in 1986 
before relocating to Norway. He returned 
to the UK in 1993 with Neils Torp Architects 
as project architect on the British Airways 
HQ Waterside, near Heathrow. Following 
the BA project John joined RHWL 
Architects, the executive architects for 
Waterside, where he has been responsible 
for many projects including the Royal Bank 
of Scotland HQ campus at Gogarburn 
near Edinburgh and the renovation of  
St Pancras Chambers. John is now a 
Director at Ushida Findlay Architects who 
are responsible for the Orbit tower at the 
Olympic Park as well as other avantgarde 
projects in the UK, middle and fareast.
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