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Dear Sirs
ARTIFICIAL LIGHT STATUTORY NUISANCE – CONTINUED UTILITY OF THE
CURRENT EXEMPTIONS FOR CERTAIN PREMISES
The Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC) is the professional body of the
United Kingdom representing conservation specialists and historic environment
practitioners in the public and private sectors. The Institute exists to establish the
highest standards of conservation practice, to support the effective protection and
enhancement of the historic environment, and to promote heritage-led regeneration and
access to the historic environment for all.
Thank you for inviting us to participate in this consultation.
The Institute favours the removal of the exemption for as many of the exempted
categories as possible. Premises of the exempted categories are often located in or near
conservation areas or in the setting of listed buildings. Some even occupy or utilize
listed buildings. There has been a general trend, over many years, for lighting schemes
in such locations to be sensitively designed and operated and we believe that the current
proposals will help to continue this trend.
We have no doubt that some operators will argue that removal of the exemption will
create an undue burden for them. In response we suggest that:
•

Almost all of industry is not exempted and manages to cope with the Statutory
provisions without much difficulty.

•

Modern light fittings that will constitute “best practicable means” generally have low
pollution and low energy characteristics, making them a beneficial investment as
well as improving neighbourliness.

•

If Defra feels that it is merited, a delayed implementation date could allow those
who feel they are adversely affected to budget for and install compliant installations
and procedures.

Registered Office: 3 Stafford Rise, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 4QZ
Registered as a Charity: No. 1061593
Company Limited by Guarantee; Reg. in England No. 3333780

We hope these comments are helpful.
Yours faithfully

James Caird
Consultant Consultations Co-ordinator

