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IHBC SCOTLAND EVENTS 

 

Welcome to Issue 28 of the IHBC Scotland Branch Newsletter and the first of 2025. 
    
Monday 27 January  
IHBC Scotland Branch AGM and CPD: Restoration in Glasgow. Free of charge. 
10.30 Morning study visit to Laurieston House, 53 Carlton Place, Glasgow G5 NTW 
(Places limited. Bring PPE, especially footwear). https://maps.app.goo.gl/3Zg6h3zKNn8E3BTj9  
Then subway, Bridge Street to Govan Cross (you pay). 
12.30 Regeneration in Govan. Tour with Central Govan Action Plan / Govan Heritage Planning -                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Walk from Govan Cross, Aitken Fountain (or sheltered location within sight of it) to see the Work of 
Govan Heritage Planning and the preceding THI, via Elder Park. Please dress appropriately. 
13.30 Lunch in Elder Park Library after its refurbishment. No charge. 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/bMkYM1W72hLDdUH76    
14.30 Discussion of restoration principles led by Liz Davidson OBE, NTS (hybrid) 
To book please contact Scotland@ihbc.org.uk   
 
Further information on the day 
See the report on Laurieston House as a Building at Risk by Shona Simpson, Glasgow City Council in our 
branch newsletter 26: “The planning approach and building regulations were in accord. Pre-application 
advice helped inform a layout of 11 serviced apartments without interventions detrimental to the 
building. Services and modern safety fittings were designed in an integrated manner“. Numbers limited 
to 15. Bring PPE, especially appropriate footwear, also hard hat and hi-vis if you can. We are grateful to 
Elder & Cannon and Shona Simpson for the arrangements. 
 
14.30 Restoration discussion: a presentation by Liz Davidson OBE, Project Manager at the Hill House. 
First a provocation by a founding father of architectural conservation, John Ruskin, the Seven Lamps of 
Architecture: “do not let us talk then of restoration. The thing is a lie from beginning to end… the old 
building is destroyed, and that more totally and mercilessly than if it had sunk into a heap of dust, or 
melted into a mass of clay. But, it is said, there may come a necessity for restoration! Granted. Look 
the necessity full in the face, and understand it on its own terms. It is a necessity for destruction.” Or is 
it? What (ICOMOS collections of examples) exceptions are there? Might GSA be one of them, and why?  
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16.00     IHBC Scotland Branch AGM  

1. 1.   Apologies 
2.  Review of Minutes of the 2023 AGM held on 1 March 2024 (just coming) 
3.   Matters Arising not included in this agenda   
4.   Trustee and Treasurer's Report; Business Plan 
5.   Membership Secretary's Report  
6.   IHBC@25 Publication  
7    Convenor’s Report, social media.    
8.   Election of Branch Committee  
9. AOCB    

Roles described here currently filled or proposed to be fill are: 
- *Convenor Mark Watson standing down. Proposed: Sanne Roberts 
- Vice Convenor – vacant. AKA Vice Chair 
- *Secretary -vacant; proposed: Douglas Campbell 
- Membership Secretary: Sarah Kettles 
- *Treasurer: Anna Grant 
- Trustee: Anna Grant standing down. Proposed: Shona Simpson. AKA Council+ rep 
- Consultations: vacant. Proposed: Scott McGibbon with support of Christopher Dingwall 
- Historic Environment Working Group IHBC appointee to this BEFS group: Douglas Campbell  
- Communications / Newsletter: Kevin Toner 
- Education: Sepideh Hajisoltani. Formerly Education, Training and Standards 
- Other committee members without portfolio: Mark Douglas, Aida Dehpour, Adam Swan 

* = role necessary for a functioning branch. 
 
3 or 5 hours CPD, certificated. No charge. 
Please specify food allergies etc and whether you would like to attend on site in the morning. Book a 
place with Scotland@IHBC.org.uk . The afternoon proceedings, 14.20 -17.00 will also be presented 
online via a code to be issued on request. 
 
Opportunity to repair to a hostelry afterwards in central Glasgow.    

 
Events Coming up: (booking arrangements TBC) 
 
Aberdeenshire day visit near Inverurie. Date TBC. 
 
24 April joint meeting in Dumfries with a focus on Regeneration 
 
20 June Dunkeld and Birnam, Perthshire (this is rearranged from 2024) 
 
Finding the Balance: Built Heritage & Landscape Conservation in Development Planning  
CPD PROGRAMME 
Venue: Birnam Arts & Conference Centre, Station Road, Birnam, PH8 0DS 
Date: Friday 20th June 2025 
Organisers: Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC) & Scottish Young Planners Network, RTPI 

https://www.ihbc.org.uk/resources/2-IHBC-BRANCH-OFFICERS.pdf
mailto:Scotland@IHBC.org.uk
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IHBC SCOTLAND NEWS  

The #IHBC25 publication about 25 years of Scotland Branch is imminent. 
 
Twitter: IHBC Scotland branch now has 2,238 followers – fall of 21 from 2,259 

followers- and 23 since November 2023. Does this indicate departures from Musk’s 
X/ twitter entirely? Should @IHBCtweet and @ihbcscotland move to another place? 

Other social media is available.  
 

OTHER NEWS & EVENTS, IHBC and external 

 
12-14 June IHBC Annual School, Shrewsbury 

The IHBC Annual School has its own website https://shrewsbury2025.ihbc.org.uk/ 
Theme Heritage in Context: Value: Plan: Change. 

Free places in person are offered to winners of the IHBC’s Marsh Awards in 
RETIRED or LEARNING categories. Contact Scotland branch if you would like support 
in the nomination process. Scotland has had considerable success in the past. The 

deadline is 31 March 2025. Online and in-person participation is possible, with the 
“Market Place” on the 11th being online only. 

  
The neighbouring communities of Dunkeld and Birnam in Perthshire are locations for this training day. They 
benefit from multiple and overlapping heritage designations.  We will review the history of planning in Dunkeld 
and consider the challenges and opportunities facing today’s planners in allowing development while conserving 
two settlements’ rich built heritage.   
  
10.00am – 10.45am        Tea/ Coffee on arrival (a northbound train from Perth, Stirling and Glasgow arrives at 
Dunkeld & Birnam Station at 10.18am). 
10.45am – 11.00am        Welcome by John Cooney, Planning Officer, Perth & Kinross Council. 
11.00am – 11.40am        The Replanning of Dunkeld: Three Centuries of Change- Presentation by Christopher 
Dingwall, Heritage Consultant. 
11.40am – 12.20pm        Built Heritage: Adding Value in Development Planning - Presentation by Hector Martin, 
Built Heritage Officer, Fife Council  
12.20pm – 12.30pm        Discussion 
12.30pm – 12 45pm        Briefing by P&KC for Walkabout – Organising Groups, Safety etc. 
12.45pm – 1.45pm          Sandwich Lunch 
1.45pm – 3.45pm            Walkabout: Conservation in Scotland’s Best Place to Live 2023.  Led by Diane Barbary 
and Jody Blake, Conservation Officers, and Alasdair Finlayson, Planning Officer in Perth & Kinross Council  
3.45pm – 4.15pm            Plenary Session chaired by Sepideh Hajisoltani, Planning Officer, Aberdeen City Council 
4.15pm                              Disperse (north & southbound trains depart from Dunkeld & Birnam Station at 4.37pm)  

  
Travel: (Winter timetable liable to change) train northbound from Perth 10.02 arrives Dunkeld & Birnam 10.18, 
departs Edinburgh 8.38 direct, Aberdeen 7.50, Dundee 9.15, Glasgow 8.49 with changes. Inverness train arrives 
10.45 so tell us if you are on it. Departing: trains leave Dunkeld & Birnam at 16.37 (both north and southward) 
and 17.50 direct to Perth, Stirling and Glasgow. 
 

https://ihbc.org.uk/ihbcat25/
https://twitter.com/Ihbcscotland
https://ihbc.org.uk/marshawards/
https://ihbc.wufoo.eu/forms/ihbc-marsh-awards-retired/
https://ihbc.wufoo.eu/forms/ihbc-marsh-awards-learning/
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Recorded lectures at Aberdeen City Heritage Trust may be found here: 
https://www.aberdeenheritage.org.uk/training-resources/lectures/  

 
Editor: Mark Watson with Kevin Toner. Contact scotland@ihbc.org.uk  

 
IHBC MEMBERS COMMUNICATIONS:  
To notify us of any changes in your contact details please use our online form 

 

https://www.aberdeenheritage.org.uk/training-resources/lectures/
mailto:scotlandbranchnews@ihbc.org.uk
https://ihbc.wufoo.eu/forms/ihbc-membership-details-update-form/

