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THE BROOKING COLLECTION



The Brooking Architectural Museum Trust

Registered charity number 294368


Please reply to: Fawley Hill   Fawley Green  Henley on Thames  Oxon  RG9 6JA

Web site:   www.thebrookingcollection.com     e mail brooking.trust@btinternet.com 
Urgent Appeal – THE BROOKING COLLECTION IS AT RISK!
Your interest in Britain’s heritage has inspired us to write and ask for your help in our quest to preserve this vital Collection for the future.

The very nature of Charles Brooking’s unique Collection has relied on his dedication in rescuing, for the nation’s future generations, important items of architectural detail before they are consigned to the skip, sold to the highest bidder or, worse still, destroyed.  

He has now amassed Europe’s definitive collections of windows and doors which, with many other artifacts, represent an unparalleled architectural detail history of the United Kingdom.

We are very pleased to be able to say that Charles has offered to pass this major part of the Collection to the permanent care of the Trustees.
Thanks to well over 20 years of support from the University of Greenwich, we have been able to house the major part of the Collection in 6,600 sq ft of warehousing at Woolwich and Charles has been able to offer education through access to selected displayed items. 
The bad news is that the University is not able to renew the leases on the present warehouses, which means we must again pack the Collection into containers and move them to a secure site in preparation for the establishment of the permanent Museum. 

The good news is that this upheaval is in preparation for the long awaited and wonderful opportunity to establish a new facility (funding permitting) which we are planning with the excellent Weald and Downland Open Air Museum near Chichester.  This well-respected Museum is natural partner for us and we are delighted that its Trustees wish to progress our already good relationship to establish a home for the Brooking Collection.
We need to raise an initial £20,000 as a matter of urgency to fund the costs of the moving the first phase of the Collection to a safe place pending the move to our new home.  
The donation form overleaf gives details of the online giving facilities we have set up with the Charities Aid Foundation or your donation can be sent to me at the above address – it will be most warmly  welcomed.
Any contribution you might feel able to make would be hugely appreciated at this crucial time.
Yours sincerely
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Sir William McAlpine (Chairman of the Trustees)
FOUNDER Charles B Brooking    VICE PATRONS Dan Cruickshank, Gavin Stamp, Lucinda Lambton
TRUSTEES: Sir William H McAlpine Bart, (Chairman)  Robert Little FRICS (Deputy Chairman), Professor Richard Hayward BA BArch PhD Reg Arch, Steven Parissien; Nicholas Thompson RIBA


